
HOW WE SERVE AT ESSEX CRC 
 Nursery     
Today   
 
 Usher    AV   
Today       
 
 Coffee Clean Up 
Today    
 Scripture Readers Children’s Moment Elevator  
Today       
 Little Lambs   Sunday School  
Today  
    
 Offerings   Library    
Today World Renew – Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
Mar 14 Calvin Theological Seminary 
Mar 21 Teen Challenge   
 Pastoral Prayer    Preacher 
Today        Pastor Steve Vandyk 

 
Our Church facility is equipped with an Induction Loop Assistive Listening 
System.  See an Usher or a member of the Sound team for assistance 
 

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/EssexCRC Like us and 
keep informed with what is happening here!  

  
Pastor’s Office Hours   Church Office Hours   
Monday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm  Tuesday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Tuesday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm  Thursday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm  
Wednesday – Day off    Friday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm   
Contact Information  
pastor@essexcrc.ca 519-776-5071 (Church office), 519-919-9605 (Home)  
 
Church Office – Contact Information 519-776-5071, office@essexcrc.ca  
  

The March 2021 Banner and March/April Today booklets are 

ready for pick up on the back table. 

http://www.facebook.com/EssexCRC
mailto:pastor@essexcrc.ca
mailto:office@essexcrc.ca
http://www.essexcrc.ca/


SUNDAY MARCH 7,  2021 
 

Welcome to everyone either here in-person or online to our worship 
service this morning, especially if you are a guest with us.   
 
SYMBOLS OF LENT  
On this third Sunday of Lent we wrapped a piece of sackcloth around the 
central post and arms of the cross.  The Jewish people clothe themselves 
with sackcloth as a sign of their penitence before God.  
 
   
 
 
Keep Jim G in your prayers as he continues to recover from eye surgery.   
Keep those family members and friends in prayer as they endure with 
various health issues Chris B, Lea H, Ginny K, Ed M, John O and 
Wilma W along with those who are in various nursing and retirement 
homes (Pete & Betty A, Cory B, Diny K, Nick Sr, and Anna P). 
 
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
Congratulations to Michelle W (Tues), Johanna W & Eric S (Fri).   May the 
Lord bless you!   
   
 
 
 
10:00 am – Third Sunday of Lent Morning Worship with Pastor Steve 
Vandyk in-person and online at Facebook/Essex CRC.     
 
Cadets – Monday at 6:30 pm on Zoom  
 
Catechism – Tuesday at 7:00 pm on Zoom  
 
Congregational Meeting – Wednesday at 7:00 pm on Zoom  
 
Next Sunday March 14, 2021 
10:00 am – Third Sunday of Lent Morning Worship with Pastor Steve 
Vandyk in-person and online at Facebook/EssexCRC.  
 
FROM THE DEACONS 
Thanks so much for the great response of diapers we were able to deliver 
to the Essex Food Bank this past week.  While we were there, a new request 
of Knorr Sidekicks, canned Stews and Chili’s are needed.  If you can help 
out, please drop off your donations outside the church office.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING–WEDNESDAY MARCH 10 AT 7:00PM 
The Congregational Agenda package was sent out by email to everyone last 
Thursday March 4, 2021.  If you have any questions or need another copy, 
please email the church office at office@essexcrc.ca  
  

Today’s offerings are for the FINANCIAL MINISTRY PLAN AND WORLD 

RENEW/CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK.      
 
Today we are holding an offering to support the joint work of World Renew 
and Canadian Foodgrains Bank as they are 'Ending Hunger' for those 
affected by conflict, natural disasters, and extreme weather. Your gift will 
be matched up to 4X through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank and the 
Canadian government. Thank you for giving as you are able to help 
families living in crisis. Go to www.worldrenew.ca/cfgb to donate online 
or call 1-888-WRLD-RNW. 
 
March 14 offering is for Calvin Theological Seminary.  Calvin Theological 
Seminary is a learning community in the Reformed Christian tradition 
that forms church leaders who cultivate communities of disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
PARTNER WITH US AS WE LOVE WESTERN! 
This year at Western Campus Ministry, we have worked hard to support 
hurting and vulnerable students during this year of online and distanced 
learning. Our Love Western! project seeks to encourage students with care 
packages delivered throughout the stressful times of the year. Fall term, 
we delivered 400 care packs and this semester during lockdown we 
delivered another 550. Later this month, our goal is to deliver another 
4,000 care packs. Would you, your church, your deacons, your family, your 
small group, your business consider partnering with us as we serve and 
love students? Donations for this specific project can be made - just click 
the donation link at the bottom of the page at 
www.WesternCampusMinistry.ca. If you have any questions, reach out to 
Dr. Mike Wagenman at mwagenman@uwo.ca. 
 
 
 
From Inclusion to Belonging: Welcoming People with Disabilities 
On Thursday, March 18, 2021, from 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM CDT, participants 
will explore ways your church might welcome, advocate with, and reach 
out to people with disabilities. Church leaders, individuals with disabilities 
and their family members, advocates wanting to launch or deepen a 
ministry with people with disabilities, and anyone wanting to learn more 
about engaging people with disabilities in your church and community are 
welcome to attend. Presenters include Rev. Terry DeYoung (RCA 
Disability Concerns) and Rev. Mark Stephenson (CRC Disability 
Concerns). Event co-sponsors Hope Haven, Inc. and Rejoice! Community 
Church (Le Mars, Iowa) are very excited to offer this event free of charge. 
For complete details and to register, please visit hopehaven.org/inclusion. 

What is Happening This Week 

Our Church Family 

Weekly Offerings 

Disability Concerns   

mailto:office@essexcrc.ca
http://www.worldrenew.ca/cfgb
http://www.westerncampusministry.ca/


  

Calvin Academy for Lifelong Learning - is collaborating for another 
session of dynamic classes beginning March 15. Courses include Greek Art, 
Astronomy, Age-Related Disease, Dead Sea Scrolls, History of the Black 
Church, and Political Discipleship with Richard Mouw, to name a few. All 
classes are on Zoom and recorded for repeat viewing benefits. 
Email call@calvin.edu or phone 616-526-8777 with any questions. 
 

FOLLOW THE CRC ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Have you connected with the CRC on social media? Follow these accounts 
for timely resources, CRC news, encouraging blogs, and details on 
upcoming events and opportunities. Facebook - facebook.com/CRCNA; 
Twitter - twitter.com/CRCNA; Instagram - instagram.com/CRCNA. We 
are excited to connect with you and your church—and to feature your 
ministry stories on our accounts! 
 

JOINING GOD’S TEAM 
Check out this week’s kids’ devotion at www.kidscorner.net  Like the 
people of the early church, we can follow God by helping our neighbors in 
need and coming together to praise him. In Matthew 18:20, Jesus told his 
disciples, “Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am 
there with you.” Listen now at kidscorner.net and subscribe to KC’s weekly 
emails for all the new content. 
 
GROUNDWORK: WITH ME IN PARADISE 
Jesus speaks his third word from the cross to the man we usually call the 
penitent thief, who died on a cross next to Jesus. Join our Groundwork 
conversation on Luke 23:32-43 to discover how Jesus defines salvation in 
its simplest terms and the promise Jesus is ready to give us, if we make our 
request. Listen now at www.GroundworkOnline.com  and subscribe to 
Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 

God’s Big Easter Story - Resource for Holy Week at Home - Families, are 
you looking for an easy way to celebrate Holy Week at home? DWELL at 
Home’s devotional God’s Big Easter Story is free to download. (And has a 
color-in printable!) You can read one devotion each day of Holy Week or 
combine readings over a few days. Find it at www.dwellcurriculum.org  
under “Family Support.” 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 7, 2021 

MORNING WORSHIP – 10:00 AM 
 

PASTOR STEVE VANDYK                     
MUSIC – ASHLEY ALLEN, PRAISE TEAM  

 

THE GATHERING 

 Prelude  

 Welcome & Opening  

 Song   “Psalm 23” on screen   

 Call to Worship   

 Gathering Song “God Himself Is With Us” LUYH 565 

 God’s Greeting  

 Song of Praise  “Lord I Need You” on screen 

 “What a Beautiful Name” on screen   

   

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

 Prayer of Confession 

 Assurance of Pardon 

 

THE PROCLAMATION 

 Children’s Song “Baptized In Water” LUYH 790   

 Children’s Moment     

 The Prayers of God’s People   

 Prayer of Illumination    

 Scripture Reading  Matthew 26: 1 – 13  

 Message   The Way of the Cross  

 Song of Response “More Precious Than Silver” on screen   

   

THE SENDING 

 Benediction  

 Doxology  “Will You Come and Follow Me” LUYH 742: 1, 5    

 Postlude  

 

OFFERINGS AND PRAYERS 

  Offering  Financial Ministry Plan – budget box on the wall 

 World Renew/Canadian Food Grains Bank – plate on the back table 

  

 Indicates Congr egation  standing i f  able  

ReFrame Ministries  

Faith Formation Ministries  

CRC Communications  

Calvin University   

http://www.kidscorner.net/
http://www.groundworkonline.com/
http://www.dwellcurriculum.org/

